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ABSTRACT

The Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) Alfonso Serrano is a 50m-diameter single-dish radio telescope constructed
at an altitude of 4600 meters on the summit of Volcán Sierra Negra, an extinct volcano in the Mexican state
of Puebla. The LMT is a bi-national scientific collaboration between Mexico and the USA, led by the Instituto
Nacional de Astrofı́sica, Óptica y Electrónica (INAOE) and the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. The
telescope currently operates at wavelengths from 4mm to 1mm, and during the dry winter months the LMT site
provides the highest levels of atmospheric transmission and potential future access to submillimeter observing
windows. This paper describes the current status and scientific performance of the LMT, the suite of scientific
instrumentation and future engineering upgrades that will optimize the optical efficiency of the telescope and
increase its scientific productivity.
Keywords: mm-wavelength, camera, kinetic inductance detector, Large Millimeter Telescope

1. OVERVIEW
The Large Millimeter Telescope (LMT) is a 50m-diameter millimeter-wave radio-telescope designed to operate
with good optical efficiency at wavelengths between 4mm and 1mm. Under optimal atmospheric conditions the
LMT is capable of conducting future observations in the 0.8mm atmospheric window. The telescope optics deliver
a field-of-view of 4 arcmins (diameter) and can point to astronomical sources with an accuracy . 1 arcsec RMS.
The large aperture and collecting area of the primary reflector provide angular resolutions (4 - 18 arcsecs) which,
when combined with the mapping speeds of the LMT large-format (∼kilo-pixel) continuum cameras and multipixel heterodyne arrays, will complement the capabilities of the current (sub-)mm ground-based interferometers
and single-dish lower-frequency radio telescopes. The LMT represents an important binational federally-funded
science project undertaken by Mexico and the United States, and led by the Instituto Nacional de Astrofı́sica,
Óptica y Electrónica (INAOE) and the University of Massachusetts Amherst (UMASS) respectively. Furthermore
as the largest single-dish millimeter-wavelength telescope already constructed and operating at a wavelength of
Send correspondence to D.H. Hughes:
Email: dhughes@inaoep.mx
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1mm (and with the ability to also deliver future submillimeter astronomical observations), the LMT provides
new and unique research opportunities that will contribute to the continuous international development of major
multi-wavelength (gamma-ray to low-frequency radio) ground-based and space-borne astronomical facilities to
explore and understand the physical nature of our Universe.
The LMT is an “open-air” telescope, designed by MT Mechatronics (formerly MAN) with no radome or
astrodome enclosure to obstruct its view (Figure 1). This configuration provides optimum performance under
the best observing conditions, particularly for measurements with sensitive, broadband continuum systems.
The 50-meter diameter primary reflector consists of a total of 180 individual surface segments distributed in 5
concentric rings. Each segment is connected by 4 actuators to the steel truss of the antenna backup structure.
Gravitational deformations of the primary reflector and environmental effects such as temperature gradients
within the telescope steel structure and wind loads, all pose significant problems to achieve the specification
of 75 microns RMS for the total optical error budget derived from surface accuracies of the principal telescope
optics, and to achieve the sub-arcsecond offset-pointing requirements of the LMT. The original design approach
was therefore to combine a homologous telescope construction with an active control system to continuously
update the positions of the individual surface segments, and hence correct the effects of these deformations
and maintain the optimal global shape of the 50-m diameter primary reflector during scientific observations.
Experience has shown that under night-time (thermally-stable) and low wind conditions, the active control of
the primary reflector provides constant gain from the telescope optics as the LMT tracks and observes sources
over the nominal range of telescope elevations (20 to 80 degrees). Future engineering projects will continue to
improve the ability of the active surface control system to correct the thermal deformations which will then
provide even greater aperture efficiency, particularly at the highest frequencies, and enable day-time observing
to increase the scientific productivity of the LMT.

1.1 LMT site infrastructure
The LMT is supported on foundations that include a large basement area for site-related activities. The space
is divided to include an on-site warehouse for spares and equipment, kitchen, showers and bathrooms, offices
and laboratories that can be customized to support the delivery and preparation of major hardware and instrumentation before their installation and integration into the LMT engineering systems. In the near future it is
expected that some of these spaces in the LMT basement will be adapted to create working and sleeping/resting
areas that can be supplemented with additional oxygen to lower the effective altitude of these enclosed spaces
from 4600m to approximately 2600 – 3000m. When complete, these modified areas will then allow LMT staff and
visiting scientists to operate the telescope under more comfortable conditions and safely spend working shifts
and periods of multiple days at the site without the need to travel to and from the LMT basecamp, which is
located in Ciudad Serdán (altitude 2500m), approximately a 1 hour drive (45 km) from the LMT site.
The LMT has a 25-m high tower structure attached to the alidade that rotates with the telescope in azimuth.
This tower contains 3 additional levels of working areas that house the electrical power switches, transformers
and drive control cabinets for the major electromechanical systems (azimuth and elevation drives, tertiary mirror
gear motors, secondary mirror hexapod, primary reflector actuators). The tower also houses the telescope control
room for scientific operations, the instrumentation back-end room for the racks of warm-electronics systems for
each scientific instrument and other engineering systems, and a large 100 sq. meter receiver room that can
accommodate all of the front-ends of the various spectroscopic receivers and continuum imaging cameras, their
warm coupling optics and cryogenic compressors.
The LMT tower structure, antenna alidade, and primary reflector backup structure are enclosed by thermal
cladding, as specified by the original design. The cladding protects the structure from direct exposure to sunlight,
slowing the structural response to the daily thermal warming cycle.
Additional external site infrastructure includes an electrical substation that receives power from the Mexican
federally-operated electrical distribution network. The LMT electrical substation houses a primary 750 kVA
transformer that delivers all the necessary electrical power during normal scientific, engineering and maintenance
operations. The substation has a backup transformer of equal capacity, and a smaller 350 kVA transformer for
non-essential services. In the event of a total loss of electrical power delivered to the summit site, the LMT can
continue to operate with two emergency automatic start-up diesel generators with a primary 1000 kVA generator,
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Figure 1. (Above) The 50-meter diameter Large Millimeter Telescope showing the primary reflector containing 180 highprecision surface segments distributed in 5 concentric rings (with 12, 24, 48, 48 and 48 segments respectively). The inner
32-m diameter (rings 1 to 3) of the primary reflector is located interior to the tetrapod legs (in ring 4) that support the
2.7m secondary mirror and hexapod. (Below) The rear-view of the telescope reflector, the ballast cantilevers and the 25-m
high building (tower) that contains the elevator to access the drive control units for the major electro-mechanical systems,
the telescope control room, and the receiver back-end rooms and main receiver cabin for the scientific instruments. All
of telescope structure is enclosed in thermal cladding. The concrete ramp that leads down into the telescope basement,
providing access to the telescope, can be seen in the foreground.
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2. TELESCOPE OPTICS
2.1 Primary reflector
The 50-meter diameter primary reflector of the LMT is constructed from a steel truss that supports 180 individual
reflector segments arranged in five concentric annular rings, with 12, 24, 48, 48 and 48 segments in rings 1 to 5
respectively (Figure 1). Each segment measures approximately 5 x 3-m and provides the supporting structure
for the reflective surface panels. In 2005 the project committed to a design concept of using precision composite
electroformed nickel panels (with a rhodium coating) built by Media Lario Technologies, the Italian company
responsible for fabricating the reflector surface in the European ALMA antennas. Individual panels were delivered
to the LMT project with an RMS surface error of 15 microns or better.

Figure 4. A primary surface segment following assembly and alignment at the INAOE Aspheric Surfaces Laboratory in
Puebla. 8 surface panels are supported on an aluminum box-construction baseplate, attached by five mechanical adjusters
per panel. The assembly is attached to a stainless steel subframe that provide stiffness, and facilitates mounting on the
antenna back structure at the four corner points visible in the figure.

The major components of the reflector segments are shown in Figure 4. Each segment is supported by a
stainless-steel subframe truss that is attached to the antenna truss structure by 4 actuators for axial support and
motion, and 3 lateral bars for lateral rigidity. The subframe connects to an aluminium base-plate via 8 slender
stainless-steel axial bars. As with the subframe, the base-plate is connected to the steel truss by a separate set of
lateral bars. The reflecting surface of a segment consists of 8 Media Lario panels, each attached to the baseplate
by 5 mechanical adjusters.
Thermal insulation is applied to the underside of the panels to reduce any thermal gradients across the
aluminium base-plate to <0.1 deg C. The surface of an individual segment is set to its correct parabolic shape
by modifying the heights of the 40 panel adjusters. The iterative adjustment process is carried out using a
commercial laser tracker following segment assembly.
Each segment contains multiple mechanical components that must work together to produce the required
individual surface-segment accuracy and stability. A review of the design and manufacture of segment components, together with improved metrology and integration techniques, has allowed the project to continuously
reduce the typical alignment errors in the individual segments. Figure 5 shows the evolution of the average RMS
surface-error of the segments within each ring segment of the primary reflector. The typical precision of the most
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Figure 5. Evolution of the mean RMS segment surface error following technical reviews carried out in 2012. On-site
segment repair activities on the inner three rings in 2012-13 led to the development of a segment upgrade process, first
trialled on two ring 3 segments in 2014. The upgrade program was applied during ring 5 assembly, and is presently being
carried out for all segments in ring 4.

recent segments installed into the outer two rings of the 50-meter diameter primary reflector is 20 microns RMS
or better, comparable to the precision of the segmented secondary mirror (see section 2.2).
A number of performance issues still need to be addressed for a subset of 11 segments in ring 4 (that were
originally installed with lower-quality panels provided by another supplier, and will be substituted for the Media
Lario panels). Furthermore it will be possible, without any technical or engineering risk, to improve the alignment
accuracy of segments in the inner three rings, where many are known to have surface errors of 30-40 microns RMS.
The goal of the segment maintenance program is to maximize the aperture efficiency of the primary reflector,
particularly at the highest frequencies, by reducing the contribution of the precision of the individual segments
to the overall optical error budget, and leave the residual un-corrected environmental effects (gravitational and
thermal distortions, and the impact of wind) as the dominant factors that place a limit on the performance of
the telescope.
In addition to the segment upgrade program mentioned above, which advances steadily during a normal
observing season without interrupting the science program, individual surface panels are routinely inspected for
damage (by falling ice for example), and are replaced with spares if damage or delamination of the panel is
severe.
All global alignment activities on the LMT-50m are carried out using photogrammetry to measure the reflector
surface.3 Photogrammetry does not require access to the prime focus, and hence can be carried out with minimal
disruption to the observing schedule. A single photogrammetry map is obtained by taking approximately 200
individual camera images, using the site tower crane to position the camera. This requires around 30 minutes of
camera time, plus 10 minutes to process the data and extract the surface point cloud. Since the tower crane is
lowered during the winter months, mapping of the primary reflector can only be conducted from April through
December each year.

2.2 Secondary mirror & hexapod positioner
In 2016 the project took delivery of a new secondary reflector, since the original monolithic aluminium reflector
was not compatible with the full 50-meter primary aperture. Media Lario Technologies of Italy were contracted
to build a 2.7 meter segmented reflector using the same Rhodium-coated Nickel composite-panel technology
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tracking. The LMT main reflector is attached to the alidade structure via two elevation bearings and is driven
by the elevation drive system which consists of two 11-m diameter circular gear rims with their centers at the
elevation axis, each driven by two pinions supported by a carriage. All twenty of the drives (sixteen in azimuth
and four in elevation) consist of a motor, gearbox and brakes. These drives are controlled by a fully digital servo
system that is divided into a drive control unit which consists of the servo amplifiers and an embedded PLC that
implements torque sharing and safety interlocks, and an antenna control unit that implements the servo control
loops and astronomical tracking. When the LMT is required to be securely stowed, and not parked (using the
brakes), for example due to adverse weather conditions or after completing scientific observations, the telescope
is moved to an elevation of 10 degrees and two stow pins are inserted between the A-frame of the alidade and
the ballast cantilever of the reflector. Since stowing the telescope during the worst weather conditions is critical
to its survival, an elevation axis emergency drive control unit (EEDC) backups up the main drive control unit
to manually drive the telescope to its stow position.
The LMT Control System was developed at UMass and has been in use at the LMT since 2008 enabling
routine operations in support of both engineering and scientific tasks. The Monitor and Control Systems software
consists of three major elements: (1) the software framework, within which the LMT applications are written; (2)
the Telescope Control System (TCS), which runs the telescope and all subsystems, including the active-surface
control system of the actuators primary reflector; and (3) the Data Collection System (DCS), which coordinates
the functions of the telescope and instruments to take and record scientific data.6, 7 The real-time data logging
and display capabilities of the LMT monitor and control system have proven to be extremely effective and
important in tuning and optimizing the performance of the telescope drive systems.
Further details on the architecture and tracking performance of the telescope control system, with a range of
tracking speeds between less than sidereal rates up to 0.1 degs/sec, have been published previously.8, 9

4. TELESCOPE UPGRADE HISTORY AND CURRENT PERFORMANCE
Since the LMT first-light observations were conducted at 3mm and 1.1mm in the spring 2011, with the Redshift
Search Receiver and AzTEC respectively, and using only the inner 32-m diameter of the primary reflector, the
optical performance of the telescope and its operational efficiency have continued to improve. We describe the
engineering path to achieving the current performance and some of the major milestones. Two of the most
significant influences on the increase in telescope sensitivity have been the expansion of the diameter of the
primary reflector from 32m to 50m, and the improvement in the surface alignment precision of the individual
surface segments. In this section we hereafter refer to these telescope configurations with different primary
reflector diameters as the LMT-32m and the LMT-50m respectively.

4.1 LMT-32m first-light and passive alignment of primary reflector
The LMT-32m first-light observations successfully demonstrated the full functionality of the mechanical drive
systems and telescope optics, as well as the antenna control software and the first-light scientific instruments.
However these initial end-to-end tests identified concerns with the overall telescope performance and optical
efficiency. Although these first observations of molecular gas and dust in local and high-redshift star forming
galaxies showed clear detections, with comparable quality and signal-to-noise to those previously obtained with
smaller diameter (10-15m) submm and mm telescopes, it was immediately clear that the LMT-32m sensitivity
was not as high as expected.
In mid-August 2011 a new LMT management and administrative team launched a comprehensive series of
technical reviews and engineering studies to identify the cause of the reduced telescope performance, and to
recommend solutions. It was concluded that the primary cause of the reduced sensitivity was dominated by
quality-control issues during the earlier integration and alignment of the individual surface segments installed
in the inner 3 concentric rings of the primary reflector. Other contributing factors included the performance
of the original active-surface control system, in particular the first generation (year 2006) of electro-mechanical
actuators, and the surface precision and shape of the machined aluminium secondary mirror compared to the
original design specifications.
Throughout 2012 and 2013 an intensive engineering program addressed the most critical problems and upgraded the performance of the primary surface segments, their actuators and electronic control system. The main
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activities included the systematic removal, repair and modification to the surface segments and actuators in the
inner 3 rings by the LMT engineering groups at INAOE and UMASS, with additional support from MERLAB
(Georgia, USA).
Initially an extensive set of repairs to 62 of the 84 primary surface segments of the LMT-32m was conducted
by the INAOE engineering group at the LMT site. These repairs required the removal of the segments from
the antenna backup structure, followed by the partial disassembly and reintegration of reflector panel support
components (approximately 2500 per segment), including replacement of damaged or defective components
where necessary. The immediate increase in optical performance of the re-constructed segments was dominated
by greater enforcement of quality control processes and management of the mechanical and engineering activities,
improvements to the stability and strength of the flange connection between the electroformed nickel panels and
their adjusters, and investment in new metrology equipment to allow the use of portable laser trackers (compared
to a CMM). The binational LMT metrology team also developed new software analysis code, and implemented
new procedures to align the 8 reflective panels within an individual surface segment. As a result of this effort
the majority (80%) of the segments in the inner 3 rings had significantly improved alignment precision in the
range of 25 – 40 microns RMS by the end of 2013 (Figure 5).
Following the reinstallation of the upgraded segments into the inner 3 rings of the primary reflector, metrology
measurements were made with holographic observations at 12 GHz using geo-stationary satellites at elevations
of 61 degrees to globally align the inner 84 segments. As a result the LMT-32m had a competitive primary
aperture efficiency and sensitivity for scientific observations at 3mm. However since the electro-mechanical
actuators were still undergoing a series of modifications and upgrades, and a new active surface control system
was under development, the surface segments were connected to the backup structure using simple threaded
rods. Consequently the global surface alignment of the reflector segments in early 2013 was iteratively improved
by making manual adjustments to these connecting rods whilst the telescope was pointed to zenith, with a
compensation to provide a maximum antenna gain at an elevation angle of 60 degrees. This passive primary
surface of the LMT-32m had a restricted elevation-range about its alignment elevation angle (±35◦ at 3mm,
±10◦ at 1mm) over which the telescope could be used to conduct astronomical observations, due to the strong
influence of elevation-dependent gravitational deformations. It was possible however to conduct a brief EarlyScience shared-risk science program in 2013 and obtain valuable information regarding the telescope pointing
performance, and variation in gain of the primary surface as a function of elevation without the installation of
the active-surface control system.

4.2 LMT-32m with active alignment of primary reflector (2014 - 2018)
The next major milestone towards the goal of achieving the original design specifications of the telescope was the
installation and implementation of a new active surface control system that could provide full and continuous
correction of the position of the individual primary reflector surface segments, and maintain the global alignment
as the telescope slewed and tracked astronomical sources over the full range of accessible elevations (20-85
degrees).
The installation of a functioning (though not yet optimal) electromechanical actuator network10, 11
in rings 1-3 paved the way for the development of a new active surface setting algorithm. Using the holography
measurement technique described, it was now feasible to measure the surface shape for a series of telescope
elevations, and to optimize the surface precision at each elevation by adjusting the actuators and the positions
of the individual segments. The location of geosynchronous satellites observed from the LMT site provided
holography maps for elevations of 43, 52, 62 and 68 degrees. Since night-time holography maps taken hours
apart showed systematic deformations in the shape of the primary reflector, due to thermal gradients within
the telescope steel structure, it was necessary to first remove these effects from the maps. The main thermal
distortion produces a vertical astigmatism in the primary reflector. It became possible to solve for this effect, and
remove this distortion using the active-surface control system, by taking regular measurements of the antenna
gain and beam pattern during the night.12 Due to the limited elevation range, a linear model was used to
represent the best actuator position as a function of elevation angle. The implementation of this model in the
active surface control system demonstrated its effectiveness to deliver near-constant antenna gain (±5%) over
the full elevation range of the LMT-32m (see Figure 7).
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for the LMT, the eight segments at the base of each subreflector support, which are significantly blocked and
shadowed, have much lower surface accuracy and do not contribute much to the total LMT signal. Putting all of
the above effects together predicts that approximately 69% of the 50m-aperture will contribute to the observed
signals.
In addition to the above effects, departures of the reflector surface from its nominal parabolic shape will
lead to a decrease in the signal which will depend on the wavelength of the observed signal. This behavior is
well described by a relation derived by Ruze.15 Let AE (ν) be the effective area of the antenna as a function of
frequency, then
AE (ν) = AE (0)e−(

4πν
c

)

2

(1)

The Ruze equation has two parameters: the RMS surface error () and the intercept value of the effective
area at zero frequency (AE (0)). Figure 8 shows effective area measurements for the LMT-32m configuration and
the LMT-50m configuration. The measurements for the LMT-32m configuration are consistent with an overall
surface RMS of 85 microns, as described in previous sections. The measurements of the LMT-50m configuration
show the obvious expected increase in the effective area with the completion of the full reflector surface. The
data are consistent with an overall optical RMS of 98 microns and a zero-frequency intercept of 64%. This latter
value is somewhat low compared to the expected value of 69%, though this may be within measurement errors.
The difference between the overall RMS error in the LMT 50m (98 µm) and that of the LMT 32.5m (85
µm) is notable and a matter of active investigation. The present understanding of this situation is that thermal
deformations of the LMT surface have a greater effect on the setting of the 50m surface than were apparent in the
32.5m-diameter surface. Photogrammetry measurements of the surface during the night demonstrate that even
during night time conditions, when the measurements are made, there are significant changes that are related to
temperature gradients within the antenna backup structure.2 Therefore, simple iteration of measurement and
setting of the surface did not converge to a good result because the surface changes from map to map. A new
scheme which accounts for low spatial order thermal deformations is under development to improve the surface
setting.
4.4.2 Antenna Pointing
Pointing a large antenna accurately is a major technical challenge. Two metrics for pointing a large antenna
may be defined: (1) the absolute pointing, which refers to the antenna’s ability to point blind at any point on
the sky; and (2) the relative (or offset) pointing, which refers to the antenna’s ability to point to a position after
peaking up on a nearby pointing calibrator source.
Figure 9 illustrates the results of a measurement of the absolute, all sky, pointing model. Five nights of
pointing measurements were obtained with the sky sampling shown in the left panel of the figure. The model
fit makes use of a standard pointing model following Stumpff 16 with an allowance for pointing drifts from
night-to-night. The overall fit to the data yields an RMS of approximately 2 arcseconds in each coordinate.
For scientific observations, the LMT does not rely on the absolute pointing accuracy to acquire a scientific
target source. Measurements are typically made on a nearby pointing calibration source to resolve pointing drifts
during the night due to thermal deformation of the antenna. With a nearby pointing check, the relative pointing
area on target sources is .1 arcsecond.

5. SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS
The LMT is outfitted with a suite of scientific instruments covering the atmospheric windows between 3mm
(90 GHz) and 1.1mm (280 GHz) and including both spectroscopic and continuum imaging capability. In this
section we describe our current suite of facility-class instruments and two new instruments expected in 2021. A
2mm single-beam dual polarization heterodyne receiver, B4R, based on an ALMA band-4 mixer, has recently
been installed and commissioned. Details of this guest instrument will be described elsewhere.
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Item
Number of Beams
Number of Polarizations
Number of Sidebands
RF Frequency Range
IF Frequency Range
TrmR (receiver noise temperature)
Spectrometer Modes

Specification
4×2
2
2
210–280 GHz
4–12 GHz
60–75 K
800 MHz - 2048 channels
400 MHz - 4096 channels
200 MHz - 8192 channels

Comment
Beam Separation ∼ 1400
in each beam
32 total output IFs

Resolution 0.5 km s−1 at 230 GHz
Resolution 0.12 km s−1 at 230 GHz
Resolution 30 ms−1 at 230 GHz

Table 4. OMAyA Specifications

TolTEC camera design and in-lab performance is given in paper in these proceedings.20 Additional contributions
include a paper on TolTEC’s software architecture,21 detectors22 and optical design.23
The optical design and sensitivity estimates for TolTEC were originally described in Bryan et al. 2018.24
Table 5 provides the key features and sensitivity calculations for the camera.
Once installed on the LMT, the TolTEC Project will undertake a series of ten Legacy Surveys, each using 100
hours of telescope time, whose data will be made publicly available. The first four of these surveys were designed
through a series of public webinars and meetings in 2018.25 They are: the Fields in Filament Survey - a survey
of the magnetic fields via polarized dust emission in star-forming regions; the Clouds to Cores Survey - a survey
of the core mass function in several molecular clouds; the Ultra-Deep Survey - a survey of metal production and
star formation in galaxies at the 1.1mm confusion limit; and the Large Scale Structure Survey - a survey of the
distribution and prevalence of ULIRGs and SMGs over 50 deg2 .
The full TolTEC instrument was integrated and has been undergoing testing at UMass since late 2019. A
subtle but vexing problem with the dichroic beam splitters, which we ultimately traced to a fabrication issue,
required a series of cooldowns and optical tests of the instrument during much of 2020. In addition, the Covid-19
pandemic led to a shutdown of instrument hardware activities for 3 months of 2020 followed by a reduced level
of person-power in the lab for testing. Consequently, we now expect to ship TolTEC to the LMT in 2021, once
the Covid-19 pandemic allows, for commissioning and first science.
Parameter
Beam Size
NEFD
NEP
# Detectors
Mapping Speed

2.1mm
9.5
0.59
50
1172
13.7

1.4mm
6.3
1.0
72
2532
4.4

1.1mm
5.0
1.46
95
4012
2.1

Notes
FWHM in arcseconds
√
detector point source sensitivity in mJy s
noise equivalent power (at detector)
Deg2 /mJy2 /hr

Table 5. TolTEC/LMT parameters. The point-source mapping speeds are calculated as in24 using a combination of
detector predictions and measured performance of the LMT, scaled from 32m to the 50m telescope configuration. For
all calculations we assume a 225GHz opacity of 0.1 (the median at the LMT site in the winter) and a zenith angle of 30
degrees.
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